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When | reason with elther Rastafarians or Chrigtians, | come to redize something again and
again. In the vison of many people the two seem to exclude each other. But when | meditate
over these things, | can see how definitions are being used, definitions of which you can not
say that they cover the truth completely. They are merely an expression of a certain
interpretation, driven by persona experiences, yet presented as a standard. These are the kind
of thingsthat | hear alot of times:

"l used to be aborn again Chrigtian, but now | am aRagta’
"| used to be aRadta, but now | am aBorn Again Chrigtian”.

What isit, that makes people want to say things like that? What is the reason for this mutual
exduson? Ironicaly, they are the same for the "Anti Christian Ragtd’ and the "Anti
Ragtafarian Chrigtian”, s0 to peak. It comes from a certain definition of Rastafari. What is
this definition, or should | perhaps say "ldentification”, of Radtafari? It'sthis

"Radtafari isamovement of people who worship Haile Sdlassie as God'

Now, if this definition was a true one and covering the believe of al Rastefarians, it would be
very easy to see how Chrigtianity and Rastafari would have to exclude each other. For
Chridians believe in the Tri-une God, Father Son and Spirit, mystically One and Three. We
believe that Y esus Kristosis God Incarnated in the flesh, to come to die to save the lost. Like
in every monothetic faith, there is no other God. But is Selassie redly being worshipped as
God by al Ragtafarians? And what about those who believe that Sdasseis the return of

Y esus Kristos?

Since Halle Sdasse has | eft the visble spectrum, some say he died and others say he didnt,
the movement of Radafari is divided into two main streams. Two streams divided by a
difference in meditation about the person(dity) of His Imperid Mgesty, Haile Sdassel. And
it's a difference which, in agrowing degree, grows further and further away from that
definition of Rasta | gave earlier. Where most Rastas used to believe in His Mgesty asthe
return of Christ, or smply as God, Selassi€'s disgppearance did cause many to re-define their
ways. Smply put, there are now two, or three, mainstreams within Rastafari.

Thefirg stream says, more or less, that Haile Selasse came to show us "the Christ
consciousness'. Thisisaterm which comes from ancient Gnostic writings and is currently
being used by the New age Movement to describe a spiritud state of mind. In this stream you
can aso hear alot of "Fire Bun Geezus'.

The second stream says, aso more or less, that Halle Sdlasseis not Chrigt, but was a
representant of Chrigt. In essence, this stream is Christian. Gadman, the head of the 12 Tribes
of Isradl, is one of the leading figuresin this thing. But you can adso see Yabby You, the I-
rigind Jesus Dread in here as wdll, dthough Y abby doesn't call himself a Rasta.

Thethird stream (gtill) sees Sdlasse as God the Father, or Christ (God the Son) returned.



Although the first two streams are gradualy becoming the two main streams within Rastefari,
thethird stream is (dill) being seen as representative for the movement of Rastafari asa
whole. | remember this conversation with a Christian who had written a piece on Rastafari,
saying that the definition of Ragtafari was the worship of Selasse as God. | pointed him out to
the fact that the definition he had given wasn't quite covering the believes of al Radtefarians
and could therefore not be used as he did. Although this Chrigtian did acknowledge thet | was
right in my observation, and even quoted me from another publication in which he did
acknowledge this, he refused to change his writings nevertheless. The reason for thisthat he
sad his meditation was mainly amed at those Rastafarians who sight Sdlassieas God. | was
shocked to see how truth and redlity is apparently not arelevant issue for some, in their zed to
break down amovement they don't care what's happening in it. A seriousthing.

Equdly, | see many Radtafarians whose Radiafarianity expressesitsalf mainly asacoming
from an anti- Chrigtian point of view. When you enter with a'Y esus Meditation they sart to
scorn at you. To "Fire Bun Jesus Chrigt" is a current trend within certain factions.

Chrigtianity is unconditionally being portrayed as a babylonian movement, Jesus Chrigt asthe
god of the endavers. These Ragtafariansin my view are totaly ignoring the fact thet His
Imperid Mgesty Halle Sdasse | was a devout Chrigtian, hisworks gave him the title
"Defender of the Chrigtian Orthodox Faith". And by ignoring HIM's Chridtianity, they are dso
denying the existence of a Chridtianity without babylon. And thet is aso avery serious thing.

It isobvious and clear for many, that manipulation seemsto be part of the game for some of
them. They are obvioudy not taking heed into the truth, and they hold on to a definition of
Radtafari that might be good for maintaining the status quo but is definitely not in harmony
with the current runnings within Ragtafari. Does the truth need manipulation? | think that the
use of caricatures are very dangerous when they are portrayed asthe truth. They are
negatively influencing the development of people. It was Christ, Who taught us to spesk the
Truth, it was Ragtafari that rightfully pointed out again, thet the truth have to be told. And
now, when only haf the story istold, yet presented as the "whole truth”, one can say, that
there is some manipulation going on. and manipulation to make people believe some thing is
aseriousthing.

Many have found their Identity within the movement of Ragtafari. Some because they have
seen the babylon system and how babylonian Chrigtianity is being used by this same system

to keep (black) people down. Some because they have seen King Sdasse. An African King of
Solomonic Descent proving that Jah thinks different about Africathen babylon sysem. And
many aso see, that Yesus Kristosis the Saviour and they want to be redeemed by the Blood
of Chrigt, as Gadman of the 12 Tribes describes it. Are they then "Born Again Ragta'?
Perhaps.

Doesit redly matter, | hear some people ask. | think, it mattersalot. | can see some
immediate results from upholding a definition like the one | am describing in this Itation. One
of these results | can seein the feedback that I'm getting on my Itations. Fortunately, alot of
people fed blessed after reading the Itations. | don't know how many times I've heard:
"Findly, | thought | was the only one'. But each time | do, | get very happy and redize again
and again what ablessng it isto see Jah workd But it isafact, that awrong definition make
many people fed confused, because inwardly they know something, and the establishment is
denying this.



Anacther result is the sometimes very negative response, coming mainly from Chrigtian
brethren and sistren. They have been trained (or they are training others) to see Rastefari as
another religion, apart from Chrigtianity. The word "mideading” has been put on my Itations.
But when you ask, what is the mideading aspedt, it is, that | am not following their definition
of Ragtafari. A definition, which isnt quite up-to-date with the current runningsin the
movement.

Only Jeh knows how many people are currently finding themsdvesin a Situation, in which
the establishment is tdlling them, that they cannot believe what they do. Because it doesnt fit
into the definitions. But although they say, that you can't be a Chrigtian and al'so a Radta, or
vice versa, redity has proven otherwise. Thereis not a proper definition of Ragtafari that
would clearly show this.



